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Nixon: Declare
war on terrorism

By Bill Kling

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Former President Richard M.
Nixon called yesterday for “an inter-
national declaration of war” on ter-
rorism and said “al] civilized
countries” should be persuaded to
Jjoin economic sanctions and “appro-
priate military actions” against
nations sponsoring terrorist activi-
ties.

Political issues driving state-
sponsored terrorism in regions such
as Central America and the Middle
East “should be the top item on the
agenda” of any summit meeting
between President Reagan and
Soviet leader Mikhail S, Gorbachey,
Mr. Nixon said.

These concerns should be linked
firmly with future arms-control and
trade agreements between the
United States and the Soviet Union,
he said.

“It is time for us to recognize that,
when we have terrorist activities.
they are not directed against one
country but against all,” Mr. Nixon
told a group of senior editors and
reporters at The Washington Times.

Mr. Nixon, in a rare ipterview in
which he held many of his remarks
off the record, said “non-terrorist
countries should band together"
aganst terrorism and should coop-
erate_in_establishing a_“common
intelligence bank™ of information on
terrorist groups and their activities.

Mr. Nixon limited his public com-
ments to countering terrorism gen-
erally and to his views on making
terrorist sponsorship a subject for
discussion at a Reagan-Gorbachev
summit. He did so because he was
concerned about possible interfer-
ence with US. efforts to free
Americans seized 13 days ago

-aboard a TWA airliner by Shi‘ite ter-
rorists and being held in Beirut.

“It is time to_tell our allies to put

up or shut up on all fronts — on intet-

ligence. participating in economic
sanctions _and_supporting mi :ltarxt
en

actions,” the former pres
asserted. He suggested tha; there
also should be “a moratorium on
talk" when terrorist situations

occur.
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“A president should warn only-
once,” Mr. Nixon said. “Strong words
not followed by strong actions give
the wrong signal to terrorists and
are not going to lead to deterrence.
It would be better to let our silence
speak and let |the terrorists| guess
what is going to happen.”

Mr. ‘Reagan also should ask Con-

gres r ™a Very substanti
increase in funds and Tegal authoy-

ity to reverse “the un fortynate cur-

tailing of our covert_intelligence
cagabilitz"broughtaboutduring;hg
Yietnam war under the leadership”

N

Democratic senator from Idaho,

Present U.S. intelligence effortsu
are not adequate to meet the chal-
ler_: e of international terrorism, he

1 B i

Agency Director William Casey *
“inherited a situation he has very lit-,
tle controlof " US. intelligence agep-
because they must clear their activi;
ties with *16 different congre: i0
committees,” th resid i
exaggerating for emphasis.

Mr. Nixon cited Libya, Iran and
Syria as potential targets of eco-
nomic sanctions for their sponsor-
ship of terrorist operations,
although he acknowledged that
“some of our European friends don't
look at the Middle East situation the
same way we do” because af their
heavy dependence on oil from the
region.

The home station of the Delta
Force, a US. military force highly

trained 1n counter-terrorist oper-
ations, should be made more acces-
sible to areas of possible crises by
shifting it from the United States to
Europe or the Mideast, he said,
“because that's where the action is.”

Noting that it required three
years of preparation for his own 1973
summit with the late Soviet leader
Leonid Brezhnev, Mr. Nixon said a
comprehensive, workable arms con-
trol agreement between the U.S. and
the Soviet Union cannot be prepared
in time for a Reagan-Gorbachev
summit.
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“If you have something that's all

froth and no beer, it's pretty poor-
- tasting stuff.” he said.

However, he continued, a summit
conference could make significant
progress in dealing “with the politi-
cal issues that lead to the use of
arms” if trade, arms control and a
positive Soviet response to sup-
pressing terrorism are “linked to

political conduct” by the U.S.S.R.

“I wouldn't give it for free” Mr
Nixon said. “Everything we do
should have a price™




